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"And they cried, The Sword of the 
Lord, and of Gideon." Judges 7:20 
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Suddenly 


By EVANGELIST PAUL LEVIN 


(Preached January 12, 1941, at 
the Christian Fellowship Church, 
Hammond, Indiana. Stenographic- 
ally: reported. ) 


“He, that being’ often reproved 
hardeneth his neck, shall suddenly 
be destroyed, and that without 
remedy.” This text, found in 
Proverbs 29:1, is one of the most 
solemn verses in the Bible. There 
is a possibility that you who are 
continually rejecting God’s Son, 


_ that you will be suddenly destroyed 


from off the face of the earth. 
God is a God of love, but also a 
God of justice and judgment. There 
are many examples of divine judg- 
ment in the Bible. Judgment fell 
in the days of Noah. And concern- 
ing Sodom and Gomorrah we read 
in the seventh verse of Jude: 
“Even as Sodom and Gomorrah, 
and the cities about them in like 
manner, giving themselves over to 
fornication, and going after 
strange flesh, ARE SET FORTH 
FOR AN EXAMPLE, suffering the 
vengeance of eternal fire.” 


In Second Samuel 6:7 we read: 
“And the anger of the Lord was 
kindled against Uzzah; and God 
smote him there for his error; and 
there he died by the ark of God.” 
Yes, God is a God of judgment. 
There are- many other instances 
which prove that-in the Old Tes- 

ww 


tament. 


Come to the New Testament. 
There we find swift judgment fall- 
ing on Ananias and Sapphira who 
lied to the Holy Spirit. God hates 
lying. If someone asks you if you 
are saved, don’t lie about it. In 
Acts 12 the account is given of 
how God smote Herod the king, 
and how he was eaten of worms 
and gave up the ghost. God is a 
God of judgment; the Bible is very 
clear on that point. 


It is a serious thing for you to 
go on continually rejecting Jesus 
Christ.- Some of you have said 
“No” to Christ for many years. 
You have heard much preaching. 
Loved ones have wept and prayed 
over you. But in spite of ‘all that 
God has done for you, and in spite 
of the loving appeals from those 
interested in your salvation, you 
have gone on in your rebellion and 
hardened yourself against God. 
ONE HUNDRED YEARS FROM 
NOW YOU WILL NOT BE HERE. 
Judgment — sure, certain, awful 
judgment is going to overtake you. 
It is either Christ or judgment for 
every man. You will either receive 
Him now as your Lord and Saviour 
and thus meet Him in grace, or 
else you will meet Him as your 


Judge, to be judged by Him in 
the awful day of judgment. 

Now don’t get the idea that God 
doesn’t love you! He DOES love 
you. He gave His only begotten 
Son to go to the cross in your 
behalf, to provide salvation for you. 
Because of His justice, sin must 
be punished. Because of His love, 
God gave His Son, and He “Put 
away sin by the Sacrifice of Him- 
self.” God’s love for sinners is so 
great that man cannot find words 
to describe it. 


Because of His love, God not 
only gave His Son to provide sal- 
vation -for you, but He has also 
shown you your need of a Saviour, 
and that you were headed for Hell, 
and that you, needed to be born 
again. Most of you are convinced 
of these facts. Who convinced 
you? God! Why? Because He is 


not willing that any should perish,. 


but that all should come to repent- 
ance. God tells you that you must 
be born again or be lost forever. 
Remember, it is not the church 
nor any other organization that 
can save you. You had better be 
sure you have been born again, and 
don’t say that you have unless you 
live a life that proves it. 

First, God shows you your need 
of salvation. Then He gives you 
many opportunities to be saved. If 


you go to Hell, it won’t be: be- 


cause you did not have the chance 
to go to Heaven. You have been 
resisting the Holy Spirit, just as 
the Jews did when Stephen 
preached, and if you find yourself 
damned in Hell, it will be your 
own fault. God has done all in His 
power to keep you out of Hell. 
Oh, sinner, believe that God loves 
you, and receive the gift of salva- 
tion before it is too late. 


God, who knows the end from 
the beginning, knows whether or 
not you are going to receive His 
offer of salvation. And after you 
have had all chances to be saved, 
and you have definitely and eter- 
nally settled it that you will never 
accept Christ, then God Almighty, 
if He chooses to do so, has the 
right to take you away from this 
world by sudden death. 


If you had a barrel of apples 
and found one rotten apple in the 
barrel, what would you do? You 
would remove the rotten apple; 


otherwise the whole barrel would 


soon be a seething mass of cor- 
(CONTINUED ON PAGE FOUR) 
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RENEW TODAY! Don't miss the 
rest of Billy Sunday's Booze Sermon. 
$1.00 a year, 3 years for $2.00. 


Speed 


Come Quickly, Lord 


“He which testifieth these things saith, Surely I come 
quickly. Amen. Even so, come, Lord Jesus.”—Rev. 22:20 


“The days are darkening! kingdoms all are shaking’ 
And more and more we see‘earth is not home; 
Full many evils o’er the world are breaking, 
And thus our hearts would cry, ‘Lord Jesus, come!’ 


“Thou still art Lord,—in all Thy sovereign splendour! 
Thus, unafraid, our hearts in Thee may rest; 
Protector, Keeper, Refuge, Guard, Defender :— 

And yét — Thy coming must, for us, be best. 


“Thy chosen people, scattered through each nation, 
Bring back, full soon, to their now waiting land. 
forth the final day of earth’s salvation,— 
Come quickly for Thy waiting, Blood-bought band. 


“Come quickly, Lord! Cut short earth’s night of sorrow! 
Come quickly, Lord, and catch Thy Church away! 
Then haste that glad, that blessed, golden morrow 
When Thou shalt reign with 


undisputed sway.” 
a J. Danson Smith 
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Easter in 
Grand Rapids 


Thousands at Sunrise Service; 


Happy Fellowship With Mel 


- Trotter Mission, Maranatha Fel- 


lowship, _ Christian Endeavor 
Union, and Many Pastors 


BY THE EDITOR 


This is early Monday morning; I 
sit in the Mel Trotter Rescue Mis- 
sion office before the workers 
come, and use a borrowed type- 
writer to tell of recent blessings. 
Yesterday was Easter Sunday, and 
I spoke four times to. a total of 
about 9,000 people. 


Sunrise service at Civic Audi- 
torium; auditorium manager said 
4,700 were present, he thought 
2,000 turned away who could not 
find seats. This service at 6:30 to 
8:00 a.m. was sponsored by the 
Maranatha Fellowship of Christian 
business men, Mel Trotter Rescue 
Mission, and the Christian En- 
deavor Union. 


It is certainly a thrilling sight 
to see 5,000 people coming to a 
sunrise meeting at 6:30 in the 
morning. How they streamed down 
every street toward the auditorium 
and flooded in through the thirty- 
four entrances! A chorus of over 
two hundred voices directed by 
Merle Johnson sang. A beautiful 
tableaux with, changing colored 
lights and specially prepared scen- 
ery profoundly impressed the great 
auditorium full of people. A num- 
ber of ministers took part in this 
and the. afternoon service. The 
Easter sermon by this editor on 
“The Comfort and Warning of 
Easter” was taken down steno- 
graphically and will be published, 
God willing, in The Sword of the 
Lord. It was a triumphant and 
blessed service, and we believe that 
in the thousands who stood and 

. (CONTINUED ON PAGE TWO) 


PRAYER IS ASKING 


"Ask, and it shall be given you." — Matthew 7:7. 
“For every one that asketh receiveth.'’ — Matthew 7:8. 
"Ask, and ye shall receive." — John 16:24. 


"Ye have not, because ye ask not.” 


— James 4:2. 


“How much more shall your Father which is in heaven give good things 
to them that ask him?'' — Matthew 7:] 1. . 


"And all things, whatsoever ye shall ask in prayer, believing, ye shall 


receive. — Matthew 21:22. 


“How much more shall your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to 
them that ask him?" — Luke 11:13. 


"If ye shall ask any thing in my name, | will do it." —John 14:14. 


Although surrounded much of 
the time by a wife, six daughters, 
and a number of secretaries, I am 
continually astonished at the ways 
of women. When I was first mar- 
ried my wife and a young lady 
friend insisted on going “window- 
shopping.’”’ Since I was broke I felt 


a great deal of unease about the |. 


proposal, until I learned that they 
did not plan to buy anything; they 
were merely going to “‘shop.’”’ And 
gradually I learned that a woman 
can shop half of a day without 
really expecting to bring anything 
home! 

And so it is that people often 
“pray.” They “pray” and “pray,” 
but do not get anything; indeed, 
they do not expect to get any- 
thing. That is not the reason they 
“pray.’ But though they call it 
praying, really it is no real prayer 
that does not come with a definite 
petition, asking something from 
God. 


My wife and daughters do not 
see how I get any fun out of buy- 
ing shoes. I walk into a certain 
chain shoe store and order a certain 
conservative last, low-quarter shoe 
in black calf, size ten, like others 
I have worn before, and pay $3.30 
have my old shoes wrapped up, and 
walk out. The whole transaction 


Billy Sunday’s 


Booze Sermon 


FAMOUS TEMPERANCE CLASSIC OF EVANGELIST WM. A. SUN- 
DAY, COPYRIGHTED. USED BY PERMISSION OF MRS. SUNDAY 


I am the sworn, eternal, ‘un- 
compromising enemy of the Liquor 
Traffic. I ask no quarter and I; 
give none. I have drawn the sword 
in defense of God, home, wife, 
children and native land, and I will 
never sheathe it until the under- 
taker pumps me full of embalm- 
ing fluid, and if my wife is alive, 
I think I shall call her to my bed- 
side and say, “Nell, when I am 
dead, send for the butcher and 
skin me, and have my hide tanned 
and made into drum heads and hire 
men to go up and down the land 
and beat the drums and say, ‘My 
husband, “Bill” Sunday, still: lives 
and gives the whiskey gang a run 
for its money.’ ”’ 

After all is said that can be said 
on the open licensed saloon, its de- 
grading influence upon the individ- 
ual, upon business, upon public 
morals, upon the home (for the 
time is long gone by when there 
is any grounds for argument, even 
its friends are forced to admit its 
vile corruption) there is one prime 
reason why the saloon has not been 
driven from the land long ago— 
that is the lying argument that 
saloons are needed to lighten taxes. 
I challenge you to show me any 
community where a saloon license 


‘| policy has lightened taxes. 


Alcohol — Worse Than War 

Seventy-five per cent of our idi- 
ots came from intemperate par- 
ents. 


Ninety per cent of our adult 


criminals are drinking men, and 
committed their crimes while un- 
der the influence of booze. The 
Chicago Tribune kept track of the 
number of murders committed in 
the saloons over a ten year period 
before prohibition and the number 
was 53,436. 


Archbishop Ireland said, “I find 
social crime and ask what caused 
it? They say ‘drink!’ I find pov- 
erty. What caused it? ‘Drink!’ I 
find families broken up and ask 
what caused it, they tell me ‘drink!’ 
I find men behind prison bars and 
ask, ‘what put you here?’ They 
say ‘drink.’ I stand by the scaffold 
and ask, ‘What made you a mur- 
derer?’ They cry ‘drink!’ ‘drink!’” 

“If God would place in my hand 
a wand with which to dispel the 
evils of intemperance, I would 
strike at the door of every brewery, 
and every distillery, and every sa- 
loon until the accursed traffic was 
driven from the land.” 


The saloon is the sum of all vil- 
lianies. It is worse than war, worse 
than pestilence, worse than famine. 
It is the. crime of crimes. 
the mother of sins. It is the appal- 
ling source of misery, pauperism, 
and crime. It is 
three-fourths of all the crime, thus 
it is the source of three-fourths 
of all the taxation necessary to 
prosecute the criminals and care 
for them after they are in prison. 
To license such an incarnate fiend 

(CONTINUED ON PAGE TWO) 


takes about ten minutes. I go after 
shees of a certain kind, and get 
them, and go home. ; I do not 
“shop,” in the woman’s*understand- 
ing of the term. Rather, I buy. 
And that is what, prayer is. Prayer 
is asking something definitely from 
God. 

Notice again the Scriptures at 
the head of this article. Matthew 7: 
7, 8 says: ate 

"Ask, and it shall. be given 
you: seek and ye shall find; 
knock, and it shall be opened 


unto you: 


"For every one that asketh 
receiveth; and he that seek- 
eth findeth; and to him that 


knocketh it shall be opened." 
(CONTINUED ON PAGE THREE) 


It is| 


the source of 


The Signs of the 


Times 


"Can ye not discern the signs 
of the times?” (Matt. 16:3). 

"If ‘signs’ have been prom- 
ised, we should know what they 
are, and learn to discern them 
when they appear... . Let me 
name (and comment on) five 
‘signs’ which the New Testament 
relates to ‘the last days.’ 


|. WIDESPREAD-APOSTASY. 
Modernism is apostasy, be- 
cause it is a denial of the au- 
thority of the Bible and of the 
Deity of Christ. 


2, ANTAGONISM TO 
CHRISTIANITY. For illustration 


—Communism. 


3. SPREAD OF LAWLESS- 
NESS. Illustration—the present- 
day flouting of international law. 


4. JEWISH NATIONALISM. 
Since Zionism was born forty 
years ago, there has been a 
steady development of the spir- 
it of nationalism among the 
Jews, and a growing longing to 
return to the land of their fa- 
thers. : 


5. UNIVERSAL STRIFE. The 
world has never been free from 
war, but never, until our time, 
has it been universal. 

If it be objected that these 
‘signs’ have appeared before 
let it be said, that never 
before have they appeared to- 
gether, and universally, as they 
do today.... 

If ‘signs’ of His approach 
have been given.... these are 
now present, and the coming of +} 
the Lord cannot be far distant.” 

— Dr. W. Graham Scroggie 
in "The Lord's Return” 
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| Easter In 
Grand Rapids 
(CONTINUED FROM PAGE ONE) 


said together of the risen Saviour, 
“My Lord, and my God,” that there 
were many who came to Christ in 
definite trust and surrender for sal- 
vation, though the usual form of 
invitation did not seem practical. 
At 10:30 a.m. it was my joy to 
speak at the Berean Baptist 
Church, Rev. Howard Keithley 
pastor. "There were 1,145 present in 
Sunday School. They usually run 
to nearly a thousand. 

The house was packed, and we 
saw seven happy professions of 
faith following a message on “The 
Torn Veil.” 

Again at 3 o’clock we were back 
in the Civic Auditorium for a great 
young people’s meeting. I esti- 
mated there were probably 2,200 
people, perhaps more. I preached 
on the crucifixion and many held 
hands for prayer. The America- 
Back-to-God quartette from De- 
troit sang, and the men’s chorus 
from Berean Baptist Church, about 
forty-five well-trained voices, gave 
a great program. 

Then at 7:30 I preached on “The 
Last Judgment” -in the closing 
service of the eight days at Mel 
Trotter Rescue Mission. There were 
only two who came forward, a 
Catholic woman who then wept 
and pled until her husband came 
. to trust the Saviour also! 

Last Friday at the mission there 
was a three hour service from 
12:00 to 3:00 with many pastors 
- taking part. There were some very 
fine messages, one on each of the 
seven sayings of the Saviour on 
the cross. It was my privilege to 
Speak on the last saying, “Father, 
into thy hands I commend my spir- 
it,” and that message, God willing, 
will be published in The Sword of 
the Lord. It was a profoundly mov- 
ing service, and hundreds of peo- 
ple thronged the big auditorium 
throughout the three hours, using 
the balcony as well as filling the 
main floor. 

We have had daily services at 
noon in the mission, and after the 
second day had to move into the 
main auditorium, instead of the 
chapel. In a number of these noon 
services people were saved, and in 
almost every. evening service. Of 
course in a great evangelistic cen- 
ter where there is a soul winning 
effort every day in the year, and 
services are held every night, it is 
a job to keep up a constant flow 
of new unsaved people into the 
services. It is harder to shake ap- 
ples out of an-apple tree that has 
been well shaken every day in the 
year. Yet we thank God for some 
saved all along, and for what we 
believe was a profound moving of 
the Holy Spirit on the lives of 
Christians. 

Many Christians learned to weep 
over sinners and saw their guilt 
in not winning souls. 

As illustration of the work of 
-the Holy Spirit, one man came 
deeply convicted to ask what he 
must do about restoring $365.00, 
money which he had gotten unfair- 
ly from an insurance company. 

Someone else wrote to ask how 
to make restitution for jewelry 
stolen and then pawned which 
could not now be restored. 


Another person confessed to the 
mission office the taking of money 
years ago, which is to be restored 
tomorrow, after the first pay-day. 


We have had sweet fellowship 
with Mr. John Shy, now in charge 
of the mission. He had been as- 
sistant here for seventeen years, 
under the beloved Mel Trotter. We 
also broadcast five messages on ra- 
dio WOOD in the mission radio 
program conducted by Merle John- 
- gon, and are grateful for his fel- 
~~ lowship and that of Miss Ruth 

Hartman of the mission office. A 
fine group of young Christian busi- 
mess men with whom I ate and 
_ prayed and rejoiced would gladden 


THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


°° Entered as second-class matter, 

| April 26, 1940, at the post office 
/ | at Wheaton, Illinois, under the Act 
| of March 3, 1897. 


oe ‘EVANGELIST JOHN R..- RICE, 
hes EDITOR AND PUBLISHER 


“THE SWORD OF THE LORD 
Published Weekly at 512 West 
Franklin Street, Wheaton, Dlinois 
u " Subscription price, $1.00 a year. 
“Canada and Foreign Countries 
$1.50 a year 
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hospitals, 


BILLY SUNDAY’S 
BOOZE SERMON > 


(CONTINUED FROM PAGE ONE) 


of hell is one of the blackest spots 
on the American Government. 


The Devil In Solution . 


“Why anti-saloon?’’ asks some- 
one. “Why not anti-grocery store, 
anti-dry goods, anti-furniture, anti- 
bakery, anti-butcher shop, anti- 
boot and .shoe. store, anti-coal 
yard? Why single out this one bus- 
iness and attack that?” 


Who is against the saloon? The 
church is against it, the school is 
against it, the home is against it, 
the scientific world is against it, 
the military world is against it, the 
business world is against it, the 
railroads are against it, and every 
world-wide interest on earth, ex- 
cept the underworld, the criminal 
world, the immoral world and the 
world of crime. All cry, “Away 
with the saloon. Down with these 
licensed distributing centers of 
crime, misery and drunkenness!” 


What is this traffic inrum? “The 
devil in ‘solution,’ said Sir Wil- 
fred Lawson, and he was right. 
“Distilled damnation,” said Robert 
Hall, and he was right. “An artist 
in human slaughter,” said Lord 
Chesterfield, and he was right. 
“Prisoners General driving men to 
hell,” said Wesley, and he was 
right. “More destructive than war, 
pestilence and famine,” said Glad- 
stone, and he was right. “A cancer 
in human society, eating out its 
vitals and threatening its destruc- 
tion,” said Abraham Lincoln; he 


kwas Tight... 


“The most ruinous and degrad- 
ing of all human pursuits,” said 
Wm. McKinley; he was right. “The 
most criminal and artistic method 
of assassination ever invented by 
the bravos of any age or nation,” 
said Ruskin; he was right. “The 


most prolific hot-beds of anarchy, 


vile politics, profane ribaldry and 
unspeakable sensuality,” said 
Charles Parkhurst; he was right. 
“A’ public, permanent agency of 
degradation,’”’ said Cardinal Man- 
ning; he was right. 

“A business that tends to law- 
lessness on the part of those who 
conduct it and criminality on the 
part of those that patronize it,” 
said Theodore Roosevelt; he was 
right. “A business that tends to 
produce idleness, disease, pauper- 
ism and crime,” said the United 
States Supreme Court, and it was 
right. “That damned stuff called 
alcohol,” said Bob Ingersoll; and 
Bob was right that time sure. 


Lord Chief, Justice Alverstone, at 
the International Congress on Al- 
coholism, said, “After forty years 
at the Bar and ten years as a 
judge, I have no hesitancy in say- 
ing that ninety per cent of the 
crime is caused by strong drink.” 

Working Man Pays 

Who foots the bills? The land 
lord who loses his rent, the baker, 
butcher, grocer, coal man, dry 
goods merchant, whose goods the 
drunkard needs for himself and 
family, but cannot buy — the char- 
itable people, who pity the children 
of drunkards, and go down in their 
pockets to keep them from starv- 
ing—the tax payers who are taxed 
to support the jails, penitentiaries, 
almshouses, reforma- 
tories that this cursed business 
keeps filled. 


Who makes the money? The 
brewers, distillers, saloon-keepers, 
who are privileged to fill the land 
with poverty, wretchedness, mad- 
ness, crime, disease, damnation, 
and death, authorized by the sov- 


the heart. of any evangelist. Among 
them was Mr. Bernard D. Zon- 
dervan of the Christian publishing 
company, Zondervan Publishing 
House. I also had a fine visit with 
Mr. Eerdman, the’ Christian pub- 
lisher, who attended the services 
and was otherwise specially kind. 


In eight days I have spoken 
‘twenty-one times, averaging three 
times a day except Saturday, and 
I am worn, but very happy. ‘I will 
return today to Wheaton for a few 
days with my family, resting and 
writing. Next Sunday, April 20, 
I begin a fifteen days campaign in 
the Non-Sectarian Tabernacle, 6440 
Piney Branch Road, N. W., Wash- 
ington, D. C., where Dr. John Mc- 
Neill is pastor, and sponsored also 
by the Evangelistic Laymen’s Com- 
mittee of Wa on. For those 
meetings, we covet the prayers of 
our readers. 


‘THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


ereign right of the people, who vote 


for this infamous business. 

For every $800 spent in produc- 
ing useful and necessary commodi- 
ties, the working man _ receives 
$143. 50 in wages. For every $800|m 
Spent in producing booze, the 
working man receives $9.85 in 
wages. 

The saloon comes as near being 
a rat hole for the working man to 
dump his wages in as anything 
I know of. i 

To know what the devil will do 
find out what the saloon is doing. 

The man who votes for the sa- 
loon, helps the devil get his boy. 
The man who doesn’t believe in a 
hell, has never seen a drunkard’s 
home. The devil and the saloon- 
keeper are always pulling on the 
same rope. 


Booze Cost Illustrated 


I could build 1,570,250 houses 
for the working people and pay 
$2,000 for each house with the 
money we spend for booze in one 
year. If made into $20 gold pieces 
and piled one on top of the other, 
they would make a column 136 
miles high. If made into silver dol- 
lars and laid side by side, they 
would reach 3,615 miles. If made 
into dimes it would be long enough 
to wrap a- silver belt ten times 
around the world. In ten. years I 
could build a silver automobile road 
to the moon. 

The most beautiful and pictur- 
esque highway in the United States 
is the Columbia Highway, carved 
out of the sides of the Cascade 
Mountains, along the Columbia 
River, from Portland, Oregon, to 
Hood River, a distance of about 
one hundred miles, but that only 
cost a.few hundred thousand dol- 
lars. 

The Panama Canal, perhaps the 
greatest engineering feat of all 
time cost $400,000,000, yet we 
could build six Panama Canals 
each year with the money spent for 
drink. I think to license an insti- 
tution that produces such misery 
is one of the darkest spots on our 
government. I wish I could arouse 
every one to an uncompromising 
fight against the liquor traffic. 

When cities get out boom edi- 
tions, how many call attention to 
the fact that it is saloon dominat- 
ed? There is no place outside the 
brothel where the atmosphere is 
so saturated, there is no place 
where you can meet the filthiest 
characters. It is the stem around 
which clusters most of the infa- 
mies. The saloon unfits its owners, 
bartenders and patrons for the 
duties of citizenship. It is usual- 
ly found in political alliance with 
keepers and supporters of gam- 
bling dives. Gambling houses and 


houses of prostitution are usually | 


so closely allied with the sallon; 
that when the saloon is driven out, 
they go. 

The saloon is usually found in 
partnership with the foes of good 
government. It supports the boodle 
alderman, corrupt law-maker, the 
political boss and machine. It only 
asks to be let alone in its law 
nullifying, vice and crime produc- 
ing work. I have never known of 
a movement for good government 
that was not opposed by the sa- 
loon. If you believe in better civic 
conditions, if you believe in a 
greater and better city, if you be- 
lieve in man going home sober, if 
you believe in men going to heav- 
en instead of hell, then down with 
the saloon. 

People are fit for liberty, the 
wrath of an outraged public will 
never be quenched until the putrid 
corpSe of the saloon is hanging 


from the gibbet of shame; praise 


God from whom all blessings flow. 


Liquor Trade—Fat and Sleek 

“But,” says the whiskey man, “‘if 
we haven’t saloons, we will lose 
the trade of the farmers, they will 
not come to town to trade, if there 
are no saloons.” I say you lie, 
and by that statement you insult 
one of the best class of men on 
earth. 

The liquor interests are still fat 
—sleek—smug and powerful with 
many city, state, and national gov- 
ernments at their fee, and they are 
reaching out with their slimy 
hands to choke, throttle and assas- 
sinate the character of those whom 
it cannot debauch, and who dare 
attack their hellish business. But 
their doom is sealed. 

The argument is often used that 
if you close the saloons, you there- 
by close the breweries and distil- 
leries and that will bring on a pan- 
ic, for it will cut off the farmer’s 
market for his corn, and that the 
brewer, who furnishes him a mar- 


ket for his corn is his benefactor. 
Let us see. A farmer brings to the 
brewer a bushel of corn. He finds 
a market for it. He gets fifty cents 
and goes his way, with the state- 

ment of the brewer ringing in his 
ears that the brewer is the bene- 
factor. But you haven’t got all the 
factors in the problem, Mr. Brewer, 
and you cannot get a correct so- 
lution of a problem without all the 
factors in the problem. You take 
the farmer’s bushel of corn, brewer 
or distiller, and you brew and dis- 
till from it four and one-half gal- 
lons of spirits. I don’t know how 
much he dilutes them before he 
puts them on the market. Only the 
brewer, the distiller and God 
knows. The man who drinks -it 
doesn’t, but, if he doesn’t dilute it 
at all, he puts on the market four 
and one-half gallons of intoxicating 
liquor — thirty-six pints. I am 
not going to trace the thirty-six. 
It will take too long. But I want 
to trace three of them, and I will 
give you no imaginary stories 
plucked from the brain of an ex- 
cited orator. I will take instances 
from the judicial pages of the su- 
preme court and the circuit court 
judges reports in Indiana and in 
Illinois to make my case. 


Booze —’A Hellish Tool 


“A few years ago in the city of 
Chicago, a young man of good par- 
ents, good character, one Sunday 
crossed the street and entered a sd- 
loon, open .against the law. He 
found there boon companions. 
There was laughter, song and jest 
and much drinking. After awhile, 
drunk, insanely drunk, his money 
gone, he was kicked into the street. 
He found his way acrass to his 
mother’s home. He importuned her 
for money to buy more drink. She 
refused him. He seized from the 
sideboard a revolver and ran out 
into the street and with the ex- 
pressed determination of entering 
the saloon and getting more drink, 
money or no money. His fond 
mother follows him into the street. 
She puts her hand upon him in lov- 
ing restraint. He struck it from 
him in anger and then his sister 
came and added her entreaty in 
vain. And then a neighbor, whom 
he knew, trusted and respected, 
came and put his hand on him in 
gentleness and friendly kindness 
but in an insanity of drunken rage, 
he raised the revolver and shot his 
friend dead in his own blood upon 
the street. There was a trial; he 
was found guilty of murder. He 
was sentenced to life imprison- 
ment and when the mother heard 
«the verdict — a frail little bit of 
a woman—she threw up her hands 
and fell in a swoon. In three hours 
she was dead. 


Wrecker of Homes 

“In the streets of Freeport, [ll., 
a young man of good family be- 
came involved in a controversy 
with a lewd woman of the town. 
He went, in ‘a drunken frenzy to 
his father’s home, armed himself 
with a deadly weapon and set forth 
in the city in search of the woman 
with whom he had quarreled. The 
first person he met upon the public 
square in the city was one of the 
most refined and cultured women 
of Freeport. She carried in her 
arms her babe, motherhood and 
babyhood, upon the stréets of Free- 
port in the day time where they 
had a right to be, but this young 
man in his drunken insanity mis- 
took her for the woman he sought 
and shot her dead upon the streets 
with her babe in her arms. He 
was tried and Judge Ferand, in 
sentencing him to life imprison- 
ment, said: “You are the seventh 
man in two years to be sentenced 
for murder while intoxicated.” 

“In the city of Anderson, you 
remember the tragedy in the Blake 
home. A young man came home 
intoxicated, demanding money of 
his mother. She refused it. He 
seized from the wood box a hatchet 
and killed his mother,. and then 
robbed her. You remember he fied. 
The officers of the law pursued 
him, brought him back. An indict- 
ment was read to him, charging 
him with the murder of the mother 
who had gone down into the valley 
of the shadow of death to give him 
life, of her who had looked down 
into his blue eyes and thanked God 
for his life. And he said, ‘I am 
guilty, I did it all.’ And Judge Mc- 
Clure sentenced him to life im- 
prisonment. 

Now I have followed probably 
three of the thirty-six pints of the 
farmer’s product of a bushel of 
corn and the three of them have 
struck down seven lives, the three 


boys who committed the murder, 
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the three persons who were killed, 
and the little mother who dies of 
a broken heart. And now, I want 
to know, my farmer friend, if this 
has been a good commercial trans- 
action for you? You sold a bushel 
of corn; you found a market; you 
got fifty cents; but a fraction of 
this product struck down seven 
lives, all of whom would have been 
consumers of your products for 
their life expectancy. And do you 
mean to say that is a good eco- 
nomic transaction to you? That 
disposes of the market question un- 
til it is answered, let no man argue 
further. 


Beer Made Jubilee in Hell 


If ever there was a jubilee in 
hell it was when.lager beer was in- 
vented. 

I tell you, gentlemen, the Ameri- 
can home is the dearest heritage 
of the people, for the people, and 


by the people, and when a man can - 


go from home in the morning with 
the kisses of wife and children on 
his lips, and come back at night 
with an empty dinner bucket to a 
happy home, that man is a bet- 
ter man, whether white or black. 
Whatever takes away the comforts 
of home — whatever degrades that 
man or woman — whatever in- 
vades the sanctity of the home, is 
the -deadliest foe to the home, to 
church, to state and school, and the 
(CONTINUED ON PAGE THREE) 


For Soldier Boys! 


For. Drattees! 


Here is a book of vital interest 
to every boy in the army camps, 
every young man of draft age, to 
every mother and father of the 
boys in army, navy and marines. 
“WORLD-WIDE WAR AND THE 
BIBLE has 126 pages, nice leather- 
ette cover.. The chapter headings 
ludicate the thrilling contents: 


CHAPTER I — WORLD-WIDE 
WAR —-WILL AMERICA GET 
IN? Overwhelming proof that war 
in the inevitable result of wide- 
Spread sin and the special plague 
of God on nations that forget Him. 
Many, many Scriptures and a 
heart-stirring call to repentance. 
In Houston, Texas, one pastor had 
7,000 copies of this chapter alone 
printed and spread, to help bring 
about a revival and turn people to 
God. 


CHAPTER I—WAR—SHOULD 
CHRISTIANS FIGHT? The Bible 
background of Christian patriot- 
ism. Shows that Christians cannot 
ignore the bandit nations, godless 
Hitlers, murder of thousands, his 
lust for territory, his enslaving of 
nations; an answer to the Com- 
munists, the Federal Council of 
Churches, and the pacifists. War is 
horrible, but not as horrible as un- 
restrained sin! What young men 
do on this matter that ought not 
to do from hate-but from profound 
conviction of duty. Clear Bible 
teaching on the road to unselfish 
and loving obedience to God and 


country. The Denver Bible Insti-. 


tute monthly magazine, Grace and 
Truth, says the book should be pur- 
chased if only for this chapter. 


CHAPTER ITI — WAR—UNI- 
VERSAL HUMAN WICKEDNESS 
AND THE INEVITABLE COL- 
LAPSE OF CIVILIZATION, a 
strong sermon on the war as proof 
of sin and a call to repentance 
which God has used to save a num- 
ber of souls. 


CHAPTER IV — THE PROPH- 
ESIED LINE-UP OF THE NA- 
TIONS; or, GOD’S WORD ON 
THE FUTURE OF THE WORLD, 
showing what we may expect the 
end to be. 


CHAPTER V — WAR-SIGNS 
OF THE SOON COMING OF 
CHRIST. Already 20,000 copies of 
this book have been published since 
last November. How we wish we 
could get a million copies into the 
hands of every soldier and sailor 
boy, or even into every home. It 
has led to many conversions, it 
builds good Christians and good 
citizens. It is an antidote for 
Communism .and Fascism and 
Naziism. It is a special bargain 
when you can get 126 pages, nicely 
printed, thick book paper, large 


type, for only 25c a copy or five 


copies for $1.00. Order today! 

In order to get out this mes- 
Sage we will make a remarkable 
price on twenty-five copies or more. 
Write us. : 

THE SWORD OF THE LORD 
PUBLISHERS, WHEATON, ILL. 


a  —— ee ee OE Ll l—<« | 


_ pos «= 


“Friday, April 18, 1941 


BILLY SUNDAY’S 
BOOZE SERMON 


(CONTINUED FROM PAGE TWO) 


saloon is the deadliest foe to the 
home, the church and the state, on 
top of God Almighty’s dirt. And if 
all the combined forces of Hell 
should assemble in conclave, and 
with them all the men on earth 
that hate and despise God, and 
purity, and virtue—if all the scum 
of the earth could mingle with the 
denizens of Hell to try to think 
of the deadliest institutions to 
home, to church and state, I tell 
you, sir, the combined hellish in- 
telligence could not conceive of or 
bring forth an _ institution that 
could touch the hem of the gar- 
ment of the open licensed saloon 
to damn the home and manhood, 
and womanhood and business and 
every other good thing on God's 
earth. 

In the Island of Jamaica, the 
rats increased so that they de- 
stroyed the crops, and they intro- 
duced the mongoose, which is a 
species of the coon. They have 
three breeding seasons a year and 
there are twelve to fifteen in each 
brood, and they are deadly enemies 
of the rats. The result was tha¢ 
the rats disappeared and there was 
nothing more for the mongoose to 
feed upon, so they attacked the 
snakes, and the frogs, and the liz- 


For Preachers; For 
Masons; For Odd Fel- 
lows; For Rebekahs; 
For:Eastern Star 
Members, Members of 
Every Lodge and Se- 
cret Order, Big News! 


Prices have been reduced on the 
book, “LODGES EXAMINED BY 
THE BIBLE,” by Evangelist John 
R. Rice. 

The book, “LODGES EXAM- 
INED BY THE BIBLE; or, Is lt A 
Sin For A Christian To Have Mem- 
bership In Secret Orders?” was 
published by the Fundamental 
Truth Publishers, a national Chris- 
tian publishing house. This book 
of nine chapters, the most 
thorough, Scriptural book on the 
subject written as far as we know, 
in ‘recent years, with 109 pages, 
was published to sell all over 
America at 35c a copy. Of course, 
we had to buy all we sold from the 
publishers. But the Lord laid 
it on the editor’s heart to get this 
book out to thousands. So we 
bought 3,000 copies at one time so 


we could reduce the price. Instead 


of 35c you can now have-this book 
for only 25c, or 5 copies for $1.00! 

A letter came last week telling 
how an important executive in an 
insurance company, a Masonic or- 
ganization, read this book, was led 
into the light and was convicted 
of the sin of a Christian’s being 
yoked up with unbelievers in the 
lodges. Although he may lose his 
job in the matter, he is wonder- 
fully happy and is giving a glori- 
ous testimony for the Lord. 

Last week we published in The 
Sword of the Lord a letter from a 
former Shriner, thirty-second de- 
gree Mason, who has had his eyes 
opened by this material and now 
tells how wonderfully God is bless- 
ing him. 

Every minister of the | gospel 
ought to have this book. 

Every church member who is a 
Mason, or an Odd Fellow, or a 
Knight of Pythias, a Moose, an 


Elk, a Woodman, a Rebekah or an 


Eastern Star member, or member 
of any other secret, oath-bound 
order ought to have this book. 
The matter is so convincing, and 
yet is written in such a Christien 
spirit, with so many plain Scrip- 
tures, and so many facts not known 
to the public, but here proven, that 
the book causes a sensation every- 


' where it is read. 


We are so certain of the bless- 
ing God will give you that we glad- 


_ ly offer to refund money paid by 


anybody who is dissatisfied. 

Why not order 5 today for $1.00 
and get them out where needed? 

This book is not ranting, not un- 
kind, is not unfair. God uses it. 
It is scriptural dynamite. 
em the new reduced 
ripe 25c each, or 5 copies for 


Order from The Sword of the 
‘Lord Publishers, 512 West Franklin 


gna: aeatom, Illinois. 


ards that fed upon the insects, with 
the results that the insects pn- 
creased and they stripped the gar- 
dens, eating up the peas and the 
lettuce, and then the mongoose at- 
tacked the sheep, and the cats, and 
the puppies, and the calves and the 
geese. Now Jamaica is spending 
hundreds of thousands of dollars 
to get rid of the mongoose. 

The American mongoose is the 
open licensed saloon. It eats the 
carpets off the floor, and the 
clothes from off your back, your 
money out of the bank, and it eats 
up character, and it goes on until 
at last it leaves a stranded wreck 
in the home, a skeleton of what 
was once brightness and happiness. 

Like a drummer on a railroad 
train. There were some men play- 
ing cards, and one fellow pulled 
out a whiskey flask and passed it 
about, and when it came to the 
drummer he said, “No.” 

“What,” they said, “have you got 
on the water wagon?” and they 
all laughed at him. 

He said, “You can laugh if you 
want to, but I was. born with an 
appetite for drink, and for years 
I have taken from five to ten glass- 
es per day, but I was at home in 
Chicago not long ago, and I have 
a friend who has a pawn shop 
there. I was in there when in 
came a young fellow with ashen 
cheeks and a wild look on his face. 
He came up trembling, threw down 
a little package and said, ‘Give 
me ten cents.” And what do you 
think was in that package? It was 
a pair of baby shoes, 

“My friend said, ‘No, I cannot 
take them.’ 

“But he said, ‘Give me a dime, I 
must have a drink!’ 

““No, take them back home, 
your baby will need them.’ 

—- “And the poor fellow said, ‘My 
baby is dead, and I want a drink.’ ”’ 
_ (To be continued) : 


Over $1,000 a Month 
For Printing 


By the Editor 


We have just checked up and 
find that since last September we 
have been spending over $1,000 a 
month for .printing books and 
pamphlets by the editor and The 
Sword of the Lord. Most of this 
was for books. In fact, the print- 
ing (actual cost to us) of books 
and pamphlets alone by this editor 
has cost us $6,180 since and includ- 
ing last September. That is act- 

ual cost to us of printing. It does 
not include office expenses, salaries 
of secretaries, mailing and postage, 
or anything else but the actual 
price the printer charged us for 
the books we have bought in these 
seven months. me 

Praise the Lord He has helped 
us pay most of these bills, all ex- 
cept the newest ones, and He will 
help us pay them, too. 

~ Consider two very happy facts 
in this connection: One is that 
many thousands of copies have 
been given away free, hundreds 
and hundreds of dollars worth. 
Another is that the author and 
editor gets not a penny of profit 
from books we sell. All the profit 
goes back into the printing fund 
for tracts dnd books. In fact, the 
editor pays about half the office 
expense out of his own pocket. 
How glad we are to get out the 
gospel. And in this way we can 
make the books cheaper in price 
than any other Christian publisher 
regularly gets for pamphlets and 
books of like size and quality. 

We want you to praise the Lord 
with us and help us pray that God 
will help us get out millions of 
copies of these volumes He has so 
signally blessed. 

Best of all is the fact that many 
souls are being saved through these 
printed pages. More than twenty 
have written to tell us they were 
saved through the book, “BIBLE 
FACTS ABOUT HEAVEN,” since 
last September. A good number 
have written to say they were con- 
verted through the book “WORLD- 
WIDE WAR AND THE BIBLE,” 
a few through the little message, 
“ALL HAVE SINNED,” a few 
from “HELL — WHAT THE BI- 
BLE SAYS ABOUT IT.” But the 
best results of all in souls saved 


have come from the beautiful lit- 


tle twenty-four page booklet, 


“WHAT MUST I DO TO BE 


>Ever Be Lost?” 


THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


Prayer Is Asking 
(CONTINUED FROM PAGE ONE) 


Prayer, then, is asking. Or, in 
other words, it is seeking and 
knocking. One who prays is ex- 
pecting to receive. One who knocks 
is expecting something opened: 
One who seeks is expecting to find 
something. That is what the Bible 
says prayer is, really: asking, seek- 
ing, knocking. Real prayer is 
asking for something. | 

In James 4:2, 3, the Scripture 


ys: 

"Ye lust, and have not: ye 
kill, and desire to have, and 
cannot obtain: ye fe and 
war, yet ye have not, because 
ye ask not. 

"Ye ask, and receive not, 
because ye ask amiss, that ye 
may consume it upon tet 


lusts." 

Christians have not because they 
ask not, and they have not because 
they ask amiss. That Scripture 
says that it is not fighting, or war- 
ring, or desiring, or worrying, but 
it is asking that gets things from 
God. PRAYING IS ASKING: 


These are two principal words 
in the Greek New Testament trans- 
lated ask. One is the word epero- 
tao, which means to ask, to inquire, 
as asking questions. But the word 
used about prayer is aiteo, which 
means to ask, to crave, to desire, 
to call for, always meaning asking 
for something. I have just count- 
ed about thirty times that this 
word is used about prayer in the 
New Testament. And it is proper- 
ly translated ask. 

Again let me press it upon your 
heart and mind that prayer is ask- 
ing, and not anything else. 

Prayer is not praise, though 
praise is blessed. ‘‘Whoso offereth 
praise glorifieth me,” says the 
Lord (Psalm 50:23). “Let every- 
thing that hath breath praise the 
Lord,” says Psalm 150:6. David 
said, “Bless the Lord, O my soul; 
and all that is within me, bless 
his holy name” (Psalm 103:1). 
Praise is blessed. It is the duty 
of every grateful heart. But we 
must remember that praise is not 
prayer. And prayer is not praise. 
Prayer is’ asking. . 

Prayer is not adoration. Adora- 
tion is good. We ought to adore 
Him whom the angels adore. But 
adoration is not prayer, and prayer 


FREE! 


This Month Only! 


Many, many people have been 
writing for the new printing of 
the message, “CAN A SAVED 
PERSON EVER BE LOST?” This 
message was formerly twenty-four 
small pages, small type, plain 
cheap paper. Many thousands of 
copies have been gotten out. Now 
it has been reprinted in larger size 
(6 x 4 inches), large type on lemon 


% 


a green leatherette paper cover, 
printed in brown, very attractive. 
There are thirty-two pages now in 
this larger size, and the booklet 
sells for ten cents a copy or fifteen 
for a dollar. But we still want ev- 
erybody to have a copy who wishes 
one, and will gladly give one copy 
free to everybody who writes for 
it. 


However, this offer is good for 
THIS MONTH ONLY! If you 
write at once you will get your 
free copy. Beginning May first, 
they must be sold. We must get 
back money for the printing bill. 
Ten thousand copies were printed, 
and they are not all paid for, but 
God will provide and we will have 
great joy in sending you a copy 
if you hurry. Write to The Sword 
of the Lord Publishers, Wheaton, 
Illinois, and say, “Please send me 
a free copy of Can A Saved Person 
and then you 
might say, “Thank you,” and pray 
God will bless the literature we are 
getting out with heavy expense and 
great labor. 


SAVED?” A decision slip came 
this morning from this book, and 
we have had hundreds of decisions 
reported heretofore. Now for some 
time we have averaged one letter 
a day reporting a conversion 


Lord!’ It simply happens that the 
messages are most called for 
get the greatest results because of 


larger circulation. 


colored paper in brown ink. It has] 


through our literature. Praise the 


is not adoration. Prayer is always 
asking. It is not anything else but 
asking. 

Prayer is not meditation. It is 
proper to meditate day and night 
in the Word of God (Psalm 1:2). 
Quiet devotion, and meditating up- 
on the Word of God and upon the 
Lord’s blessings are fine. Every 
Christian ought to take such times 
for meditation. But remember that 
that is not prayer. The Bible never 
calls it prayer; and we sin against 
God, and misuse the Scriptures, 
and pervert the truth, when we call 
such things prayer. Prayer is not 
meditation. Prayer is asking. 


Humiliation is not prayer, though 
it is certainly proper for Chris- 
tians to humble themselves _ before 
God. James 4:10 says: ‘Humble 
yourselves in the sight of the Lord, 
and he shall lift you up.” And we 
are told that “he that humbleth 
himself shall be exalted” (Luke 
18:14). But humiliation is not 
prayer. The Bible expressly sepa- 
rates them. Second Chronicles 7: 
14 says, “If my people, which are 
called by my name, shall humble 
themselves, and pray ... .” So 
humiliation is one thing and prayer 
is another thing. Humiliation is 
preparation for prayer, perhaps, 
and humiliation is always proper 
in a Christian. But humility and 
humiliation are not prayer. Prayer 
is asking. 

Even confession is not strictly 
prayer. It is proper for Christians 
to confess their sins, and the Bible 
many times commands it, but con- 
fession is one thing and prayer is 
another. In Daniel 9:4, Daniel tells 
us, “And I prayed unto the Lord 
my God, and. made my confession, 
and said ....’’ Daniel both prayed 
and made confession. If you will 
read through that long passage 
which tells us of» Daniel’s prayer 
and confession together, you will 
find that much of it is confession 
but that after confession came the 
broken-hearted requests of Daniel 
9:16-19 that God would turn His 
anger and fury away from Jeru- 
salem and forgive the sins of His 
people, and restore the nation and 
the holy city Jerusalem and the 
temple. Confession is proper, but 
confession, strictly speaking, is not 
prayer. Prayer is ASKING. And 
asking is prayer, and nothing else 
is really prayer. 

In Philippians 4:6 the Lord says: 
“Be careful for nothing; but in ev- 
erything by prayer and supplica- 
tion with thanksgiving let your re- 
quests be made known unto God.” 
Note that prayer is one thing and 
that thanksgiving is a separate 
thing. With this as a key thought, 
go through the Scripture and you 
will find that often the Scripture 
speaks of prayer and supplication, 
prayer and confession, prayer and 
thanksgiving. Thus the heart of 
prayer is to ask something from 
God. Everything else is an inci- 
dental which is not essentially a 
part of prayer. Asking is prayer, 
and prayer is asking. 

So when God invites us to pray 
He invites us to ask things of Him. 

‘Consider the Lord’s Prayer, the 
model ‘prayer, which Jesus gave 
us in Matthew 6:9-13. The Saviour 
commanded us: ‘After this man- 
ner therefore pray ye: Our Father 
which art in heaven... .” And then 
follows a series of requests as fol- 
lows: 

1, “Hallowed by thy name,” that 
is, “May #& and others speak rev- 
erently of Thee and not take Thy 
name in vain.’’ It is a request. 

2. “Thy kingdom come. Thy will 
be done in earth, as it is in heav- 
en.” This is a prayer for the sec- 
ond coming, a request that Jesus 
may come quickly, and that He 
soon will reign on the earth and 
put down all of His enemies. It 
is the prayer that John the beloved 
prayed by Divine inspiration in 
Revelation 22:20: ‘Even so, come, 
Lord Jesus.” 

3. “Give us this day our daily 
bread.” | 

4. “And forgive us our debts, as 
we forgive our debtors.” 


5. “And lead us not into temp-: 


tation.” 

6. “But deliver us from evil.” 

And then follows a very simple 
argument as to why our Heavenly 
Father can give us these things 
and should do it: “For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, for ever. Amen.” 

The Lord’s Prayer is petition, all 
the way. We are plainly command- 
ed to pray like this daily. When 
the Bible speaks of prayer it al- 
ways means asking. 

Throughout the gospels Jesus 
gave examples of prayer. He said 
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a door and saying, ‘Friend, lend 
me three loaves.” It is like a wid- 
ow before a judge, saying, ‘““Avenge 
me Of mine adversary.” It is like 
a son asking bread or a fish or an 
egg of a father. According to Je- 
sus, prayer is a very simple busi- 
ness; and anybody who can ask for 
things can pray. 

And the actual cases of prayer 
mentioned in the New Testament 
are likewise very simple examples 
of this. People really asked for 
what they wanted, the people who 
prayed in the New Testament, and 


got things. 
The publican in the ‘temple 
prayed: “God be merciful to me a 


sinner,” and he went down to his 
house already ' saved,. forgiven! 
(Luke 18:14). 

Peter, about to sink in the wa- 
ters of Galilee, cried out, “Lord, 
save me!” (Matt. 14:30). 

Blind Bartimaeus by the road- 
side cried out, “Jesus, thou son of 
David, have mercy on me” (Mark 
10:47). And then more definitely 
still he prayed, ‘‘Lord, that I might 
receive my sight” (Mark 10:51). 
And he did receive his sight. 

The thief on the cross prayed for 
salvation, saying, ‘Lord, remember 
me” (Luke 23:42), and the Lord 
saved him that day and took him 
to Paradise. 

The Syrophenician or Canaanit- 
ish woman prayed: “Have mercy 
on me, O Lord, thou son of David; 
my daughter is grievously vexed 
with-a devil” (Matt. 15:22), and 
again, ‘“‘Lord, help me” (Matt. 15: 
25). And she kept praying and 
asking it until she got what she 
asked; that is, until her daughter 
was healed. 

In fact, the only prayer I re- 
call mentioned in the New Testa- 
ment that is held up to scorn is 
the prayer of the Pharisee in Luke, 
chapter 18. .He prayed in public 
long and loud, but he didn’t ask 
for a thing! That is the kind of a 
prayer that God hates! 

We are so weak and sinful and 
God is so strong and mighty and 
gracious, that the only possible re- 
lationship that would be righteous 
and proper between us and God is 
that we should be asking and He 
should be giving. When man be- 
comes occupied with how much he 
could do for God, it is blasphemy 
and unbelief..-But when poor, self- 
confessed sinners begin to call on 
God for what He so graciously 
and lovingly offers, then that is 
proper and legitimate prayer. 

Do you really ask God for things 
when you pretend to pray? Too 
many people only “window-shop”’ 
when they “pray.” They do not 
go after anything, and they do not 
bring anything home. 

Prayer is not a lovely sedan for 
a sight-seeing trip around the city. 
Prayer is a truck that goes 
straight to the warehouse, backs 
up, loads, and comes home with the 
goods. Too many people rattle 
their trucks all over town and nev- 
er back up to the warehouse! They 
do not go after something when 
they pray. They do not ask, and 
therefore they do not receive. Much 
of our so-called praying is not 
asking, and so it is not really pray- 
ing. 

In churches all over the land pas- 
tors are accustomed Sunday morn- 
ing to go through the rigmarole of 
“the morning prayer.” But usually 
it is not prayer at all; it is a well- 
planned, pious speech, or sermon- 
ette. It includes praise, adoration, 
thanksgiving, and theology. It is 
addressed more to the people than 
to God, in most cases, I fear. Its 
aim, I suppose, is to create a rev- 
erent atmosphere, to comfort the 
people, and edify them. But the 
aim of the so-called “morning 
prayer” is very rarely really to get 
things from God! It does not ask, 
and it does not receive. It is not 
real prayer. 

Dear pastor, test your public 
prayer by this measurement. Was 
it answered? Did it expect dn an- 
swer or require one? Most preach- 
ers believe that God answers 
prayer, I hope, and yet I never 
heard a pastor say, “I’ve just had 
a glorious and definite answer to 
my ‘morning prayer’ of last Sun- 
day.” No, no, the average Sun- 
day “morning prayer’ was not in- 
tended to be answered. It was 
not asking anything. Really, it was 
not prayer. It was a professional 


‘| part of a formal service. 


Sometimes in the address there 
are some elements of real prayer, 
and this is not meant to be a 
wholesale criticism of my dear 
brethren in the ministry. But how 
sad God must be over our perver- 
sion of the doctrine of prayer, and 
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PAGE FOUR 


Prayer Is Asking 
(CONTINUED FROM PAGE THREE) 

of our failure to ask anything of 

God. * 


In revival services it is my joy 
to have many ministers of the gos- 
pel attend. They are the best men 
in the world, and I want-their love 
and sympathy and help and 
prayers more than I want the love 
and sympathy and help and 
prayers of any other group in the 
world. 

But as a result of long and sad 
experience, I have grown accus- 
tomed to leading the prayer myself 
when we come to a serious crisis 
in a revival service and there is 
desperate need for God to work. 


How many, many times when we 
have come to the close of an ear- 
nest revival sermon, and when sin- 
ners have held their hands asking 


that Christians pray for them that 
they may surrender to Christ and: 


trust Him for salvation, I have 
asked some minister to lead in 
prayer, and had not a prayer, but 
a sermon or an exhortation. I have 
asked Dr. Blank to lead’ us in 
prayer that these earnest and con- 
victed sinners may this moment 
trust Christ and be saved, and in- 
stead he has addressed God and 
then talked around the _ world, 


‘thanking God for Jesus Christ, 


thanking God for the gospel and 
the Bible, thanking God for our 
free country, thanking God for the 
sermon, and for Christian fellow- 
ship, and then has come to the 
close of his so-called prayer, with- 
out ever once earnestly begging 
God to save these sinners who sit 


in the congregation before him, and 


who are already convicted and 
wanting to be saved! I am not ex- 
aggerating when I say that. again 
and again I have had this heart- 
breaking thing happen. 

People ordinarily, at least in 


their public “prayers” do very lit- 


tle praying. They sometimes praise 
God and sometimes exhort the peo- 
ple, and sometimes, perhaps, 


simply go through a form of beau- 


tiful and eloquent words without 


- any special heart feeling or crying 


out to God for anything definite. 
I say that that is generally true. 

I say this is pretty generally true 
about public prayer. Of course, I 
cannot say about private prayer, 
except about my own. Too often 
I find that in my own secret 
prayers I have a tendency to be 
indefinite and to follow a form, and 
to say the words which are cus- 
tomary, instead of really beseech- 
ing God for definite things. I think 


- that probably in private prayer 


people are not so tempted to make 
a showing before men, and prob- 
ably secret prayers tend to be more 
sincere. | 

I am not saying that exhortation 
of the people is wrong. I think it 
is often blessedly used of God. I 
am not saying that public praise 
is wrong. I know that public praise 
is many times commanded and 
certainly ought to be used to glo- 
rify God. But these things ought 
not to take the place of prayer. 
And they ought not to be called 
prayer. Prayer is asking. If it is 
not asking, it is not prayer in the 
Bible sense. 

Oh, beloved reader, I beg you in 
Jesus’ name that when you come to 
pray you ask things of God! Bring 
your wants and wishes before God, 
and make definite requests, and ex- 
pect definite blessings! God is rich 
with blessings that He longs to 


‘give, and He but waits for us to 


ask, that He may give. 

When my oldest daughter was 
three years old, she taught me a 
shocking lesson. In our prayer at 
the table I found that she waited 
until I drew near the end of my 
prayer and then she began to say, 
“Amen, Amen, Amen!” It seemed 
strange. I was puzzled. How did 
she know when I was drawing near 
the end of my prayer? 

And upon careful examination I 
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found I was saying approximately 
the same thing in every prayer. I 
could start my prayer and let it 
go like a phonograph record, and 
my mind could wander here or 
there while my lips went through 
the pious phrases and the plati- 
tudes that long before had meant 
something but now had become a 
commonplace form, with no heart 
cry to God. And my three-year-old 
baby girl; who was hungry, and 
glad when the prayer was through, 
could anticipate the close of the 
prayer. She knew just what came 
next because I had said the same 
thing so many times! 


My spiritual face was certainly 
red! I found with shame that I 
had drifted into id of formal- 
ism in my thanks at the table. I 
was a Pharisee, a hypocrite. Of 
course, I was a very well-meaning 
hypocrite, as all Pharisees are, but 
nevertheless there was a funda- 
mental insincerity in following a 
certain form and using pious terms 
which had more or less lost their 
meaning. Shame, shame on us that 
when we pretend to pray we 
usually do not really ask anything 
from God! 


This means, of course, that much 
that we call prayer is not prayer 
at all. And all over the world our 
foolish pretense of praying, when 
we do not ask anything and do not 
get anything, has encouraged un- 
belief, has cast doubt upon God and 


the Bible, and millions do not know 


that there is a God who is ready 
and willing to marvelously answer 
prayer. Millions do not really be- 
lieve that prayer changes things. 
To millions, prayer is no more than 
a quiet meditation, which may do 
subjective good to the one who 
prays, like good exercise, a form 
of self-discipline, but which does 
not, they think, receive any objec- 
tive results from God. 

Prayer is asking. The Lord Jesus 
said that “every one that asketh 
receiveth.” James said by divine 
inspiration, ‘Ye have not, because 
ye ask not.” 

Under any other definition of 
prayer, there might be some place 
for form and ceremony, but not 
since prayer is asking. Since 
prayer is really asking something 
from God, then it must come from 
the heart. : 
No wonder that in Isaiah 44:3 
the Lord says, “I will pour water 
upon him that is thirsty.” Real 
asking comes from a thirst of the 
heart. 

Mark 11:24 says, “What things 
soever ye desire, when ye pray, be- 
lieve that ye receive them, and ye 
shall have them.” | 

Heart’s desire is back of honest 
prayer. It is all right to pray 
aloud. It.is all right to pray in a 
whisper. But since prayer really 
comes from the desire of the heart, 
it may overleap the incidental mat- 
ters of words and sentences. The 
heart_cry may be manifested in 
tears, or in groans, or in quiet ex- 
pectant faith. But real prayer, 
prayer that asks something from 
God, must come from the heart. 
Oh, what an abomination is this 
fake kind of “praying” that is not 
the honest petition of the heart. 
Long ago my father was a coun- 
try preacher. Once when he held 
services in a certain church, a dear 
brother prayed long and eloquent- 
ly. He said, ‘Lord, come down and 
meet with us today in this church 
house. Lord, come right down 
through the roof right now; I'll 
pay for the shingles!” Hither that 
was a very figurative way of ex- 
pressing what his heart desired, 
or it was not prayer at all. 

Too much of our prayers are like 
the incantation of a witch-doctor 
or the rites of some modern cult. 
That is, they may have rhythm, or 
eloquence, or beauty and esthetic 
form; but they are not genuine 
prayers when they do not ask for 
things. The modern tendency to 
have pipe organ music » during 
prayer is because we are not really 
praying at all. We say we seek 
reverence, but actually we are 
seeking some .form of esthetic 
beauty, some appeal to the senses. 

When a lady orders groceries 
she does not. quote poetry. 

‘When the dispatcher gives orders 
to a trainman, they are not written 
on engraved stationery. He does 
not use classic illustrations or pon- 
derous words. 

When a beggar asks for a dime | 
for a cup of coffee and a hot dog, 
he does not talk about the glowing 
sunset. 

Brother, come to God, asking for 
what you want, and go home with 
it! Let us really learn to pray by 


asking things from God, . 
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Suddenly Destroyed 
(CONTINUED FROM PAGE ONE) 


ruption. That one bad apple has 
a lot of influence over the rest! 
Sodom was a rotten apple in the 
barrel. When the whole barrel of 
apples becomes a putrid mess, you 
throw the whole thing away. That 
is just about what God did in the 
days of Noah. There were only 
a few good ones left (Noah and his 
family) and the rest were de- 
stroyed by judgment. 

Remember this, Mr. Christ-Re- 
jecter, you have a lot of influence 
over others! Your children are fol- 
lowing in your footsteps, and you 
are leading them on to damnation. 
Your wife, your friends, people 
with whom you associate every 
day are either being drawn to God 
or away from God by your example 
and influence. Why should God al- 
low you to remain here and help 
damn others in Hell? You ought 
to thank God that you did not die 
long ago. You can thank God that 
this is the day of grace, and that 
you are having many opportunities 
to be saved. 

You may be a good citizen. You 
may be a good husband and a good 
provider for your family. You 
have never been in jail. You don’t 
get drunk, nor do you gamble 
away your pay check. So folks look 
at you and say, “If he can be that 
good and not accept Christ, so can 
I’ — and you are keeping more 
folks from Christ than the harlot, 
the libertine, the drunkard and the 
gambler. God is perfectly justified 
in wiping you off the earth. What- 
ever He does is just. 


We do not mean to say, tonight, 
that all who die suddenly or who 
die young in years, that it is becauge 
they have been wicked. There have 
been many good, consecrated 
Christians who in the very prime 
of life have been called home to 
Heaven, and they are now rejoic- 
ing in Heaven with our Lord. 

Our text tonight has to do with 
the wicked, rebellious, hardened 
person, who has gone on in his 
Christ-rejection until now he is 
hardened, calloused, and unrespon- 
sive to the call of God. My friend, 
you are in danger. Your place here 
may be vacant next Sunday night. 
Most of you old hardened sinners 
are always talking about the 
“hypocrites in the church.” That 
old “hypocrite” alibi isn’t going to 
help in the hour of judgment. 


How God Reproves 


(1) By your conscience. Every 
time your conscience keeps you 
awake nights with its stabbing, 
biting condemnation of your sins, 
it is God often reproving you. But 
after you continue to disregard the 
warnings of your conscience, and 
you are no longer bothered with 
its voice, when your conscience can 
no longer speak to you, remember, 
God still has: 

(2) His Word, WHICH DE- 
CLARES OVER AND OVER 
AGAIN THAT ALL MEN ARE 
SINNERS. Some of you become 
angry with the preacher who 
quotes God’s Word to you such as, 
“All have sinned and come short 
of the glory of God,” and you say, 
“We are not so bad.’’. Your very 
attitude towards God’s Word, and 
your anger at being called a sin- 
ner PROVES THAT THAT IS 
WHAT YOU ARE! God doesn’t 
say that you are a bank robber 
or a gangster, but He does say you 
are a sinner. You have a sin na- 
ture. You are “by nature” a child 
of wrath, according to Ephesians 
2:3. There may be many sins 
which you have committed, but 
when it comes to the FACT OF 
SIN, ‘there is no difference.” There 
may be a difference between you 
and Judas, in the degree of sin, but 
in the fact of sin, there is no dif- 
ference, for Judas sinned, and so 
have you. There is no use in your, 
trying to dodge the clear teaching 
of the Bible about this. You are 
a sinner, says God. You might as 
well face that fact. You are not a 
sinner because you sin, but you sin 
because you are a ‘sinner. A -dog 
is not a dog because it barks like 
a dog, but it barks like a dog be- 
cause it is a dog. You are not a 
liar because you lie, but you lie 
because you are a liar. You sin 
because -you have a sinful nature 
that cannot do anything else but 
sin. But God loves sinners, and 
He has provided a way for you to 
be-saved. God also reproves you: 

(3) By His Spirit. The Holy 
Spirit convicts or “enlightens” men 


concerning three things: sin, right- 


eousness, and judgment.. Shortly 


before his death and resurrection, 


the Lord Jesus ..said to His dis- 
ciples, ‘‘And when He is come, He 
will reprove the world of sin, and 
of righteousness, and of judgment”’ 
(John 16:8). 
here tonight to convict or “en- 
lighten” you regarding sin (not 
sins) — just one sin. You don’t 


have to have-.the Holy Spirit tell. 


you that being untrue to your wife 
is sin — your conscience tells you 
that. The one sin which the Holy 
Spirit convinces you of tonight is 
the sin of UNBELIEF — Christ- 
rejection. That is what Jesus 
meant when He said, ‘‘He will con- 
vince of sin because they BE- 
LIEVE NOT ON ME.” To refuse 
to believe on Him is the same as 
rejecting Him. Have you ever com- 
mitted this sin? Then that 
PROVES that you are a sinner. 
Why have you rejected Him who 
is so lovely? It is because you 
have a sinful nature, which is re- 
bellious toward God. 


What an awful sin it is to re- 
fuse to receive Him, after all He 
has done for you to make pos- 
sible your salvation! Think of His 
terrible sufferings at Calvary — 
His pale face streaked with blood, 
His brow .crowned with cruel 
thorns. His back was torn with 
| Stripes, His limbs were racked 
rwith pain. 
Christ-despisers looked at His 
quivering form hanging there, and 
mocked. The awful agonies of that 
hour defy description. And then 
think of the three hours during 
which He hung there in the dark- 
ness, as the Father turned His 
back upon the Son. He cried, “My 
God, my God,- why hast thou for- 
saken me?” In that dreadful hour 
He was suffering God’s wrath 
against sin, which made it possible 
for God to be “just and the justi- 
fier of the ungodly,” which made it 
possible for God to deal with you 
now in grace instead of judgment. 
It is an awful, damning sin, to 
reject Him after all He has done 
in your behalf. The Holy Spirit 
proves to you that you are a sin- 
ner by showing you your sin of 
Christ-rejection. 


The Holy Spirit also enlightens 
you in regard to righteousness. He 
shows you by: the Word that you 
are unrighteous, that to get to 
Heaven you must have a righteous- 
ness which is absolutely perfect, 
and that your efforts to make your- 
self righteous in the sight of God 
are as “filthy rags’ (Isa. 64:6). 
This perfect righteousness which 
you must have is God’s gift to you 
the moment you receive His Son. 
Every person who has received 
Christ is ‘in Christ.” Now that is 
not a mysterious ‘‘something”’ that 
you must ‘‘feel.’”’ This is something 
that takes place as far as God 
is concerned. Before you are saved, 
God sees you “in sin’. (Eph. 2:1), 
but after you have trusted Christ, 
He sees you “in Christ,” as you 
are, IN HIM. God sees you 
CLOTHED IN HIS SON, and IN 
CHRIST you are righteous! You 
have a righteousness that will take 
you to Heaven. You will get there 
as surely as the Lord Jesus does— 
and He is already there, so that 


— 


settles it! 

Jesus said the Holy Spirit would 
convince of righteousness ‘“‘be- 
cause I go to my Father and ye 
see me no more.” After His resur- 
rection, He ascended to the Father, 
and then sent the Holy Spirit who 
came on the day of Pentecost. 
When that event took place — 
Pentecost — then they knew that 
the Lord Jesus was accepted in 
Heaven, that the Father was satis- 
fied with the Son’s work which He 
had done on the earth. When the 
Holy Spirit enlightens. you regard- 
ing the ascension of Christ, He is 
reminding you. of the perfection 
of Christ and His work, and that 
because of that you can become 
righteous IN HIM. Christ’s perfec- 
tion is your perfection, His perfect 
work is yours to rest in, if you re- 
ceive Him. 

So when the Holy Spirit convinc- 


are, and when He enlightens you 
in regard to righteousness, He re- 
veals to you the Lord Jesus, and 
what He is, and how He can be- 
come yours, and how you can be 


standing before the Father. Won- 
derful salvation! 

The blessed Spirit of God en- 
lightens you about one more thing 
—judgment. “Of judgment, be- 
cause the prince of this world (the 
devil) IS judged,” said our Lord. 
This is not judgment ‘to come,” 
not a future judgment, but a PAST 


The Holy Spirit is. 


That evil crowd of: 


es of sin, He shows you. what you |, 


found “in Him” with a perfect| 
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| says, “I would like to accept Christ | 


and live for Him, but I cannot. The 
devil has such a grip upon me.” 
Let me say you had better stop 
giving that alibi right now. It IS 
possible for you to have victory in 
your life. You can be a Christian, 
and you don’t have to be under 
the control of Satan because our 
Lord has conquered him, and He 
bruised the devil’s head at Calvary! 
He who rose victor over death, 
grave and Hell, has the power to 
set you free from the hold Satan 
has on you! The Lord put away 
sin to provide a way for God to 
Save you. He will become your 
righteousness if you let Him, and 
He will break the bands of sinful 
habits in your life and give you 
grace to live for Him. In fact, He 
will live His life through you. How 
many times has the Spirit of God 
reminded you of all this? How 
many times have you been often 
reproved by your conscience, the 
Word of God and the Spirit of God? 
How much longer do you think you 
can go on in your rebellion? You 
are making it harder for yourself 
every day because as you resist the 
messages and songs and tears and 
the tender wooings of the Spirit 
of God, you harden yourself. 

There was a day when the ser- 
mons and songs used to make you 
tremble at the thought of eternity, 
but now you are able to laugh and 
sneer about it. We warn you be- 
cause we love you. Christ rejec- 
tion hardens the heart, and brings 
on the judgment of God. Job says, 
“Who hath hardeneth himself 
against Him and prosper?” Some 
who seemingly prosper, who ig- 
nore God and reject His Son really 
do not prosper at all. They’ll all 
be paupers forever in Hell. 

About ninety per cent of those 
who are saved were saved before 
they were twenty years of age. The 
older you become the harder you 
become, and the harder you are to 
reach for Christ. Few people are 
saved after they. reach ripe old age. 
If you are not cut down by sudden 
death, and you become old in years, 
you will be hardened and the 
chances are that you never will re- 
ceive Christ. However, no matter 
how long you have rejected Him, 
nor how old you may be, if you 
want to be saved, God will receive 
you. You can never get beyond His 
Saving grace as long as you are in 
this life. Our text speaks of SUD- 
DEN JUDGMENT. It was sudden 
in the days of Noah, Sodom, An- 
anias and Sapphira. If sudden 
judgment takes you out of this 
life, you will have no time to pray 
then, no time to think, no time to 
believe on Christ. Many a Christ- 
rejecter has come to a tragic end. 
May it not be so with you? 

There is NO REMEDY in Hell, 
no second chance. Take the rem- 
edy, the cure, now. Christ is all 
you need. After a million years 
in Hell, you will be no better. You 
will be unrighteous and “filthy 
still.” May God help you right now 
to say, “I know I am a sinner. I 
will take Christ as my Lord and 
Saviour now.” In one split second, 
the moment you trust Christ, that 
moment you will become RIGHT- 
EOUS in Him — and that will 
last forever! Take your choice — 
be righteous in Christ forever, or 
go to Hell in your sins and be un- 
righteous forever. Our Lord will 
deliver you from sin and filthy 
habits. Let Him do that. It will 
mean a new, glorious life for you. 

God pleads with you to receive 
Christ. Do it now. Tomorrow may 
never come. 

—_—_——_Q-—_—— 


“A friend of mine showed me a 
copy of your paper, The Sword of 
the Lord, and I was delighted to 
find in it the truths I have been 
trying to find words to express, but 
I can’t nearly as forcefully and 


completely as you in this blessed 
“little sheet.” 
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